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Best practices:

Title of the Practice — Promoting Girl Education in Remote Areas.

The objective of the Practice:

Education can help one to uplift the standards of living. Higher education provides
opportunities for women to show their potential and contribute their best to the welfare and
building of a progressive family, society, and nation. Through higher education, she will be
more empowered to participate in crucial societal roles. Bringing gender equality, economic
stability in society, development with improved living standards, more informed about health
and medical issues of themselves and family, assisting women empowerment through digital
learning in education, making girl students access to new knowledge, and adopting and
implementing better technology and practices into their betterment of life, and provide

inexpensive learning resources from their comfort are the main objective of thepractice.

The Context:

The location of the Sheodeni Sao College, Kaler is rural. It is a remotely situated college,
approximately 24 km away, from district headquarter, Arwal. The living area has a very low
density with a small settlement of villages. There is less social and spatial mobility. There is a
slower rate of social change and migrated labor work and agl;iculture is @ major occupation.
Agriculture based economy requires the involvement of families as self-laborer in the full

process. in this context, girl education is set aside by the disadvantaged family or even by=—"
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middle-class families also. There are many cultural and economic reasons why girls are not

receiving the same treatment in social, emotional, and educational attention and medical
and health facilities as their male counterparts. This gender discrimination intensifies the
problems of rural girls in their journey toward higher education. The above context results in a

low literacy rate especially in higher education among women in rural areas.

The Practice:

Since the establishment of the college in 1963, the college has seen many ups and
downs in the enrolment of girl students in UG courses. The ratio of women enrolment for
UG courses is continuously increasing in comparison to the male students. In India, in 2015,
3.7 million eligible girls are out of school. In rural areas, girls receive an average of fewer than
four years of education. Rural women have low earning potential and little autonomy within
the household. Depriving women of higher education has a negative impact not only on
women's empowerment but also on their families and the country’s economic development,
thus, improving the all-around status of women. The villages of the Arwal district are scattered
and remotely located. But the availability of modern infrastructure, such as e-library, library,
departmental library, sports, gymnasium, well-equipped laboratory, wi-fi connectivity,
computers availability, smart-class, well-equipped conference hall for seminars and other
cultural activities, NSS activity, hostel facilities, the beautiful and spacious college campus has
attracted a large number of girl student to get admission in UG courses. The safe and secure
ragging free co-education environment amidst all the chaos of Naxals affected Arwal district,
the Sheodeni Sao college presents an example of a rendezvous point beyond caste, creed,

religion, rich, poor, urban, rural where one can express his/her full potentialities )In/the,,
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academic field. The girl students have occupied this opportunity very well. The central and

state government have also supported them in form of providing different scholarships,
student credit cards, free UG tuition fees for all girl students, etc. Within five years girl student

enrolment increased by 1.75 times. It was 430 in 2017-2018 and 768 in 2021-2022.

But the task is not very easy for college administration, teachers, students, and
parents. The rural society is very much orthodox but systematic and timed social changes have
made the way easier to some extent. The lack of female teachers is also a shortcoming of the
institution. Memories of the Naxal movement era and fear of the previous law and order
situation make parents and girl students fearful and scared. Another limitation is the problem
of transportation because village habitation is far, scattered, and remote daily traveling is
expensive and a burden for students’ families. But the passion to complete the UG courses

overpowers all these barriers.

Evidence of Success:

The mixed efforts of college administration, teachers, students, and parents resulted in
fruitful positive success in promoting girl education in this backward rural area. The
enthusiasm of females toward higher education can be observed through the following dataon
admission. In 2017-18 the total strength of female students in UG courses was 39.23%, while in
2021-22 it jumped to 45.34%. On the other hand, male enrolment for UG courses was 60.76%
in 2017-18 and decreases to 54.66% in the 2021-2022 session. This can be explained by the
fact that female students have occupied the male seats after better all-around efforts. The
trend can be seen in different other fields also. The number of female wi-fi users increased, and

female library visitors and users increased. In sports, they participated in inter-college handball
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competitions. They actively participated in different indoor and outdoor games also. In

seminars, debates, NSS programs, cultural events, etc.

their presence is commendable and enthusiastic. Unfortunately, the passing ratio is
unavailable because Magadh University has not taken or declared any exams during the 2020-
21 and 2021-2022 sessions. 33% reservation in several jobs declared by the state government
has also worked as a measure incentive and boosted the emotions of female students in the
area. These data indicate that college is becoming successful in its objective to promote girl

education in remote rural areas.

Problems Encountered and Resources Required:

There are different barriers encountered in achieving the objective and resolving
solutions to the problems faced. The first and foremost obstacle is the problem of
transportation of the girl students from their homes to college and from college to their
homes. After 4 pm the transport facility from college to other destinations is very rare and
costly causing an extra burden for students and their families. The diffidence of the girl’s family
is another obstacle in higher education. The reason behind the diffidence to higher education
for females is social, economic, and to some extent their personal experiences. Naxalites'
activities in remote areas also make victim family cautious about security. Female students
have problems that can only be shared by female teachers. Unfortunately, our college has no
female teachers or staff. Thus, we urgently need an empoweréd network of transportation
facilities for female students and female teachers and staff for the support of these students.

Further, a large girl hostel can solve the problems of female students ¢ ming from areas more
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than 20 km distance from the college campus. Some special coaching classes for regular,

competitive, and computers and information technology (ICT) courses are also required for

their accessibility in the present-day changing environment.

Notes (Optional):

India’s rural gap has its roots in the assumption that girls are destined to be homemakers and
nothing else. As a result, girls are deprived at every step of their life journey. Many NGOs,
Universities, etc. add these practices with national growth and investment for the future.
“Educated, healthy women are more able to engage in productive activities, find formal sector
employment, earn higher incomes, and enjoy greater returns to schooling than are
uneducated women...” (World Bank Group, Development Goals 2003:6). Access to education
today will make today’s girls the skilled workers and employees of tomorrow. With education,
they can prosper in homes and communities. The mission to promote girl education through
institutions will be more fruitful and effective if we add regular courses with vocational courses

too. This will work as a future incentive for them.




